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Good  evening  Senator  Slossberg,  Representative  Fleischmann,  and  distinguished  members  of  the  Education  
Committee.  I  am  Alderman  Darryl  Brackeen,  Jr  from  the  City  of  New  Haven’s  26th  Ward.  Thank  you  for  the  
opportunity  to  speak  with  you,  today.  Governor’s  Bill  942  (entitled  implementing  the  budget  recommendations  
of  the  governor  concerning  education)  touches  on  an  issue  that  is  critical  to  the  future  of  our  children  and  our  
state:  turning  around  our  state’s  lowest  performing  schools.  
  
As  a  former  teacher  at  Lincoln-Bassett,  I  have  seen  first  hand  how  an  underperforming  school  can  affect  the  
preparedness  and  morale  of  any  student.  While  wealthier  students  are  excelling  in  schools  that  are  performing  
to  standard,  black  and  brown  students  across  Connecticut  are  subjected  to  the  fine  print  in  bills  like  the  one  
presented  today.  The  effectiveness  of  the  Commissioner’s  Network  could  be  the  difference  between  children  
learning  to  read  in  the  4th  grade  or  struggling  to  read  for  the  rest  of  their  educational  experience.  
  
The  legislation  included  in  this  bill,  such  as  increasing  the  number  of  schools  per  district  from  4  to  8  and  
allowing  the  Commissioner  to  select  up  to  25  schools  per  year,  is  undoubtedly  a  great  step  and  shows  a  
commitment  to  focusing  on  our  truly  lowest  performing  schools.  The  Commissioner's  Network  can  be  an  
effective  tool  and  a  pivotal  catalyst  to  improving  the  state  of  education  in  a  quicker  fashion.  
  



While  this  proposed  bill  is  a  step  on  the  right  path,  there  is  so  much  more  that  needs  to  be  done  to  ensure  every  
child  in  Connecticut  has  access  to  a  great  education.  Each  child  has  one  chance  at  each  grade,  so  it  is  
imperative  that  we  prioritize  improving  our  schools  during  this  legislative  session.  
  
This  bill  is  just  the  start  to  improve  a  critical  program,  but  does  not  fully  address  the  changes  needed  and  may  
leave  thousands  of  children  waiting  for  their  turn  to  succeed.  If  left  as  is,  this  bill  will  force  students  to  
matriculate  and  graduate  before  turnaround  work  takes  place  at  their  school.  
  
To  make  the  Commissioner’s  Network  the  best  it  can  be,  we  must  prioritize  and  intervene  in  the  lowest  
performing  schools  in  the  state.  Our  turnaround  committees  must  equitably  include  families,  teachers  and  
leaders  with  experience  in  turning  around  low-performing  schools.  Lastly,  we  must  allow  successful  schools  to  
stay  in  the  network  beyond  the  allotted  time  so  that  the  progress  that  is  made  continues.  
  
My  constituents  and  friends  in  the  great  City  of  New  Haven  are  directly  impacted  by  the  quality  of  their  local  
schools.  Because  of  this,  it  is  my  strong  belief  that  education  equality  is  the  civil  rights  issue  of  this  generation.  
The  Network  &  Connecticut  has  a  real  opportunity  to  transform  our  lowest  performing  schools  and  drastically  
improve  student  achievement.  I  urge  this  committee  to  improve  and  strengthen  the  Commissioner’s  Network.  
  
Honorable  Darryl  J.  Brackeen,  Jr.    
  
  
  
  


